THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

The Communists in their libels put the following phrase
into my mouth, which according to them, I used to an
intimate friend: "I am like an elder brother of Franco's,
and what I tell him, he will do."

The Communists suppose that as a former professional
soldier I had some kind of dealings or friendship with
General Franco. They are unaware of a fact which I can
publicly state and do state on my honour, that never in the
whole of my life have I exchanged a single word with
General Franco. That being so, how can I have the
influence of an elder brother with him? They forget also,
that I am younger than General Franco, and certainly not
old enough for the relationship they attribute to me.

Moreover, my detractors seem to forget the speeches
which on various occasions I made to the Nationalist
Army, speeches of burning patriotism and of revulsion
from Fascism, speeches in which I incited the rebel
officers to break the Italo-Germanic yoke and fight for the
independence of Spain. They forget that in these speeches
I severely criticised the rebel officers and that they had a
serious effect on the Nationalists. They forget also that
they themselves, my present accusers, sent me warm
expressions of regard for my Liberal and anti-Fascist
behaviour.

It is quite evident that since I used every just means in
my power to incite everyone to rebel against foreign
invasion and the Fascist regime,' any accord between
General Franco and me was impossible.

Lastly, on leaving Spain, I left my wife in the Panama
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